THE SCOPE OF CONTINUATION SCHOOI^S        2Q7

The Jena Professor sees clearly enough the task
before us all, but he sees, or sets forth, no possible way
of accomplishing it, nor is there any other way than
that which we have set forth that can afford this sort
of liberal education, the electric telegraph was not
discovered twice over.

After all our protests we are in our way utilitarian
for no other study is so remunerative as that of the
' humanities ' I^et me draw the reader's attention to one
point. Instability, unrest, among our wage-earners is
the serious danger threatening our social life. Now it
is said that nothing can act but where it is and the class
which acts steadily where it is, at some outpost of empire,
on a home estate, in Parliament, where you will, is the
class educated at Public Schools, that is, men brought
up on the ' humanities ' Strong language will be used
about the deadness and decadence of these men although
they do much of our national work. Their defects are
obvious and manifold, but still, as I say, the public work
that is done is, for the most part, done by men whom no
one could describe as progressive Is there not some
confusion of ideas about this fetish of progress ? Do we
not confound progress with movement, action, assuming
that where these are there is necessarily advance?
Whereas much of our activity is like the waves of the
sea, going always and arriving never. What we desire
is the still progress of growth that comes of root striking
downwards and fruit urging upwards. And this progress
in character and conduct is not attained through condi-
tions of environment or influence but only through the
growth of ideas, received with conscious intellectual
effort.

It will be possible to have only a little of this strong
meat in Continuation Schools, but a little goes a long
way, how far, our Public School men illustrate; for a
careful analysis will bring us to the conclusion that not